NATIONALITY  IN  HISTORY   AND   POLITICS
Though the Empire was called Roman, it was in fact German,
and the German princes, bishops and knights drew great profit
from it. The Church maintained that the Pope had transferred
the Empire to the Germans, while the Germans liked to emphasize
that they had won it by the sword.
In other countries the German claim to world supremacy
aroused widespread resentment and jealousy, and has greatly con-
tributed to the development of national sentiment and ideology.
Anglo-Saxon kings already used the imperial title, or similar
ones, for emphasizing their independence and equal rank, and
many later kings and queens of England, and also rulers of other
countries, have occasionally claimed to be emperors in their
realms.1 Most of all, however, it was the French who opposed
the German claim, asserting that they had a much better title
to the heritage of Charlemagne, who was represented as a French-
man. Many French kings aimed at being elected emperors by
the German princes, and hoped thus to restore the empire of
Charlemagne. Moreover, French policy constantly tried to
acquire parts of the former Middle Empire, which to a large
extent had a French-speaking population. In the late Middle
Ages, however, the idea of the Middle Empire was revived by the
Dukes of Burgundy, whose dominions also comprised the wealthy
towns of the Low Countries. They began a policy of expansion,
mainly at the expense of France, and even threatened the foun-
dations of the French realm in alliance with England. The
English had been foremost in the development towards a national
State, and the policy of conquering France which had sprung
from feudal and dynastic motives soon became a national ven-
ture. In the same way, the evolution of France towards national
unity and power was soon followed by a policy of conquest in
Italy. It aroused the jealousy -of Spain and Austria, and for
centuries led to -the subjection of Italy to foreign invasions,
intrigues and domination.
7. THE SUPRA-NATIONAL EMPIRE OF CHARLES V
In the fifteenth century the Burgundian lands and aspirations
went by heritage to the Habsburgs, and Charles V united the
Low Countries with Spain and his Austrian possessions and the
Imperial Crown, though he soon ceded Austria to his brother
1 Cf. E. A. Freeman, Histoty oftlie Norman Conquest, 1877, vol. i, pp. 117-47, 548-65.
Cf. also Ch. Firth, Oliver Cromwell and the Rule of the Puritans, 1923, p. 422. Several
English kings, however, such as Richard I, Henry II, and Edward III, have recognized
the supremacy of the Emperor. Henry VIII hoped to induce the German princes to
elect him Emperor.